AZURA BENGUERRA ISLAND
ACTIVITIES & EXPERIENCES
Let the Azura family open your eyes to the most incredible spots in and around Benguerra Island!
There are so many things to do and see. Our intimate knowledge of the island gives you the
opportunity, not only to have lots of fun, but also to learn about the island’s habitat, its people, its
fauna and flora and its culture.
You are welcome to speak to someone from the management team regarding activities at any time
during your stay via the Azura WhatsApp group, or we will visit your villa if you prefer. We will confirm
the exact timing of a booked activity the evening before it is due to take place. We are also happy to
tailor-make your experience, simply speak to a management team member about how you would
like to do it and we will organize it if we can.

All activities are subject to weather, sea and tidal conditions, prevailing local regulations, as well as
boat, vehicle and guide availability. All activity prices are exclusive of local taxes and are charged
per person, excluding fishing.

We hope you have a spectacular time!

Island Drive

1st trip complimentary, USD 25 thereafter

The island drive is remarkable in so many ways because
it covers such a wide range of fascinating aspects of
island life. Not only does it take you through the
communities, where you are able to appreciate the local
people’s simple, yet happy way of life, but you also stop
by the school. Built by Azura’s Rainbow Fund in 2008,
400 children now have the opportunity of primary
education. You will also visit the health clinic. Again, built
by Azura’s Rainbow Fund and opened in 2018, it is the
first ever clinic to be opened on the island and provides
the local communities with health screening and
medication which were previously unavailable. Learn about the flora and fauna, much of it
indigenous to only this island, and climb the Benguerra sand dune on the “wildside” to drink in the
breath-taking panoramic views of the island.
This 2-hour activity is available twice a day, departing from reception at either 9:00am or 3:00pm. It
is guided by a local island staff member, with refreshments available on board the vehicle.
Dhow Cruise

1st trip complimentary, USD 65 thereafter

Join our amazing boat crew at sunset and set sail on our
dhow. Enjoy seeing the island from a different perspective
whilst you sip on a delightful sundowner and sail along the
lee side of Benguerra Island. A dhow is a traditional sailing
vessel, still widely used all along the East African coast.
Our crew will show you how they are able to navigate this
incredible vessel by using a lateen sail, a triangular sail set
on a long yard mounted at an angle on the mast, which
enables the vessel to tack “against the wind”. For centuries
they have been used as trading vessels carrying heavy
loads such as water, fruits and merchandise. Today they
are still built in the traditional way, from using naturally
curved pieces of wood, to using cotton and fat to fill the
spaces between the wood to make the vessel seaworthy!
The dhow will set sail in front of the main area 1 hour before sunset. No shoes are needed.
Island Hopping Picnic Day

USD 165, BBQ USD195

This is Azura’s signature activity. It is a fantastic
combination of some of the best activities we have to
offer! Departing by boat you will head to the Bazaruto
Dune. The expression “on top of the world” will come to
mind once you reach the summit and enjoy the most
incredible panoramic views of the northern tip of
Benguerra Island and, of course, Bazaruto itself,
surrounded by the stunning azure waters of the
archipelago. From there you will hop across to Pansy
Island. This tiny spit of sand all but disappears during
high tide, then when the tide draws back it reveals
numerous delicate pansy shells. The next hop is across
for an amazing guided snorkel on the shallow side of 2
Mile Reef. The reef is literally teeming with fish, turtles and rays! It is snorkelled on a low tide so
that you are closer to the reef and the sun’s rays light up the undersea paradise. Your final hop will
be to North Point where you will be greeted with a beautifully set up picnic lunch to feast on,
accompanied perhaps by a chilled glass of Pas de Loup Rosé.
Departure times vary depending on tide and the whole trip will take approximately 4 hours.

Paradise Island (Hotel Santa Carolina)

USD 195

Located on the smallest of the five islands which make up
the Bazaruto Archipelago, explore the incredible ruins of the
once magnificent Hotel Santa Carolina! The hotel opened its
doors in the early 1950’s but closed in 1973 due to the
independence war which was quickly followed by the Civil
war. As you wander through the ruins you can only imagine
how glamorous it must have been in its heyday. After
exploring, perhaps stroll straight off the beach into the sea
and enjoy some unparalleled snorkelling, often seeing turtles
on the abundant reefs. Once you have finished snorkelling,
delight in a delicious picnic lunch.
Departing in the morning, the boat ride is approximately 45
minutes, with dolphins and sometimes the rare dugong,
spotted along the way. You will return to Benguerra late
afternoon.
There is also the opportunity to whisk you to and from Paradise Island by helicopter, enjoying a
scenic trip on the way. More details and prices on request.
Snorkelling at 2 Mile Reef

USD 85

Immerse yourself in the underwater world! 2 Mile Reef is flourishing reef and abundant with marine
life due to it being within a National Marine Park. A guide will join you in the water and point our
everything of interest. Turtles and small sting rays are often seen during snorkelling.
The reef is best enjoyed at low tide therefor departure time will reflect that. The round trip is
approximately 2 hours.
North Point Picnic

USD 115
Enjoy an incredible picnic lunch at stunning North Point.
This is the northern most tip of Benguerra Island. The everchanging colours of the sea, as the tide moves in and out,
are just spectacular. Stroll along the white sand beach and
feast on delicious picnic fare.
For an extra special treat ask the team about having a chef
prepare a seafood BBQ at a small extra cost.
The departure time is flexible but of course the trip usually
leaves around lunch time.

Wild Side Picnic
Imagine an endless deserted white sand beach and tucked
in amongst the driftwood, a table and chairs set up under
the shade of an umbrella. Welcome to Wild Side! Stroll
along the beach or head up the Red Dune and take in the
magnificent views of Benguerra Island from the highest
point on the island. Look for crocodiles in the freshwater
lakes, then delight in a beautifully prepared picnic before
jumping into the Indian Ocean.
The drive to Wild Side by Land Rover takes approximately
20 minutes and has a flexible departure time. Or add it on
to the end of your Island Drive for an extended trip!

USD 75

Fishing
Bazaruto Archipelago offers some of the best big game, reef, and
bill fishing in the Indian Ocean. Species include Black Marlin,
Sailfish, Tuna, Bonito, King/Queen Mackerel, Prodigal Son,
Wahoo, Dorado, Barracuda and Giant Trevally (GT’s) that often tip
the scales at over 25kg!
Fishing is a sport for everyone, beginner to experienced! Azura
operates a strict tag and release policy for protected species.
Choose to go trawling with our experienced local guides and have
a great day out on the water. Fishing is very popular and should be
booked in advance.
Durations:
Quarter Day
Half Day
Full Day

4 hours
6 hours
8 hours

Main Fishing Seasons:

USD 400 per boat, equipment included
USD 600 per boat, equipment included
USD 800 per boat, equipment included

Horse Riding

USD 125

Riding on Benguerra Island is an incredibly unique
experience. You are able to ride along the beautiful shore
line, venture across the island using tracks and trails to
scenic view points or go for a swim with the horses (tide
permitting). A truly unforgettable experience. There are 6
horses which suit all experience levels, from beginner to
experienced. Please note this activity is conducted by a
third-party company, Mozambique Horse Safaris, and
there is a 90kg weight limit. Duration is dependent on
which ride you choose to do.

Scuba Diving
The reefs within the Bazaruto Archipelago offer some of the
most sublime diving in Mozambique. Situated in a National
Marine Park the coral life is especially healthy with a huge
diversity of marine life including turtles, moray eels and rays
plus a wide variety of reef fish, always indicative of a healthy
reef. For the small stuff, look for incredible nudibranchs and
several species of shrimps. If you more interested in the
large marine animals look for turtles, large sting rays and
Manta Rays. The topography of the reef is also stunning with
a ridge running for approximately a kilometre and scattered
with coral bommies, teeming with life dotted along the edge.
It is all drift diving, with the dive leader carrying a reel
attached to a surface buoy so the boat always know where
you are and comes to collect you at the end of the dive. Nice
and easy! Rates are per person and include all equipment, refills, refreshments and the PADI
instructor leading the dive. We ask that appropriate certification/medical certifications and
insurance documents be shown prior to diving and do not offer a reduction for own equipment.
Diving Price List
2 Mile / 5 Mile Reef

USD 110 / USD 120

Double Tank dive

USD 185

Additional Supervised dive

USD 120

Adventure dive

USD 115

4 Dive Package (2x double tank dive)

USD 350

6 Dive Package (3x double tank dive)

USD 535

PADI - The Way the World Learns to Dive!
Azura is a PADI 5 star Dive Centre with excellent instructors
and top of the range ScubaPro equipment. WE have a
training pool perfect for refreshing your diving skills or taking a
course. Azura is also a Diver’s Alert Network Industry Partner
which entitles all divers doing entry level courses a basic dive
insurance coverage.

Courses
Scuba Review
USD 100
PADI recommends that you take part in a review of your skills if you haven’t been diving for at least
6 months. This course will review your theory and refresh your skills in the pool. It takes
approximately one hour.
Bubblemaker
USD 100
The Bubblemaker experience is as fun as it sounds - a chance for kids to blow bubbles whilst
scuba diving. Kids from the age of 8 can get the thrill of using scuba gear to breathe underwater
and swim around in the safe and shallow environment of our training pool. It is a great way to
introduce kids to scuba! After a short brief kids then hop in the pool where they learn basic key
skills. After that, the rest of the time Is just having fun blowing bubbles.
Discover Scuba Diving
USD 195
A perfect introduction to the underwater world! You will learn some basic theory then be taught 5
key underwater skills in the training pool. Afterwards head out on the boat and go for you first dive!
You will receive a certificate that counts towards your full Open Water course should you decide
move forward with your training within the next 6 months. The pool session takes approximately
one hour and the open water dive in the ocean is a 2 hour round trip. Available for everyone ages
10 and above.
Open Water Scuba Diver
USD 675
Once you learn how to dive your view of our beautiful planet completely changes! The underwater
world is fascinating and awe inspiring. Completion of the PADI Open Water course allows you to
dive to a depth of 18 metres, without supervision. The course consists of 5 theory sections, 5 pool
sections, a final exam and 4 open water dives. It includes all equipment, the PADI Open Water
Diver manual and the RDP table (required), as well as the documents needs for Certification. The
course takes approximately 30 hours split over a 4-5 day period. Ages 10 and above.
Scuba Diver
USD 385
If you have limited time this course is the perfect choice for you. It is essentially just over half of the
Open Water course mentioned above. It certifies you to a depth of 12 metres, and all subsequent
dives must be under the direct supervision of a Divemaster or Instructor. The course consists of 3
theory sections, 3 pool sections and 2 open water dives. It all counts towards your full PADI Open
Water Diver qualification, which you can take at a later stage. The course includes equipment,
PADI Open Water Diver manual (required) and PADI certification. The course takes approximately
15 hours over a 2-day period. Ages 10 and above.
Scuba Diver to Open Water Diver
USD 300
This course is the stepping stone to you full Open Water certification for those already qualified as
a PADI Scuba Diver. It begins by reviewing your existing skills and knowledge and is then followed
by 2 additional theory and pool sessions, the final exam and the remaining 2 open water dives
which are required for your new rating. You will need to have with you, your log book as well as
your referral form/student record signed by your previous PADI instructor. The course takes
approximately 15 hours over a 2-day period. Ages 10 and up and only available for current PADI
Scuba Divers.

Open Water Referral
USD 575
This is the completion stage of your Open Water course. You will have already completed your
theory, final exam and possibly your confined water training as well. Our PADI instructors will talk
with you and guide you through whatever remains for you to do. If you are doing a referral please
note your are required to have with you you your referral form/student record signed by your
previous PADI instructor.
Advanced Open Water Diver
USD 550
If you want to take your dive skills to the next level consider the Advanced Open Water Diver
course! There are 5 knowledge reviews to complete which correspond to 5 qualifying dives. There
are 2 mandatory dives: Deep and Navigation. The remaining 3 you choose yourself: Peak
Performance Buoyancy, Fish ID, Boat, Drift and Underwater Naturalist to name but a few. Any of
these will enhance your diving abilities and skills, and will make diving even more fun than it
already is. The course takes approximately 15 hours over a 3-day period.
Strapped for time? Chat with our dive professional to see what other options are available. We also
offer the Adventure Diver course or you can do a single Adventure dive.
Please note course duration times listed are approximate and are subject to weather conditions
and student competency.
Island Football (Soccer)

Complimentary
The whole of Africa is football (soccer) mad! And here on
Benguerra Island it’s no different. There is an Island
League made up of teams from the different lodges and
villages. It is an important event amount the local
community with lots of pride at stake.
Come and support the Azura team at one of their matches
over the weekend. We will set up shade and refreshments,
and if you’re up for it you can even join in the game! It’s
great fun for everyone.
Duration approximately 2 hours on a Sunday afternoon.

Private Dinner

Complimentary, BBQ USD 30

The Azura family are creative souls. Your host will make
the most beautiful set up for a private dinner on the beach
in front of your villa on your last evening. Alternatively, you
can choose to have this candle lit dinner on your deck or
beneath your sala. The hosts usually like to do this on your
final evening with us however, if you prefer another night
please chat to your host. The private dinner is
complimentary but for a small extra cost you can do it a
second time or upgrade to a seafood BBQ and one of our
chefs will come and cook fresh seafood in front of you
whilst you sit under the African skies.
Most of our seafood is locally sourced and is subject to availability, therefore we require at least 24
hours notice for any special requests.

Stargazing

Complimentary

The night sky at Azura is a spectacle to behold. With so little
ambient light the constellations shine brightly, and its
possible to see planets like Jupiter and Venus through our
telescope. Listen in to our staff’s fascinating talk on the night
sky from beanbags set up in the darkness on the beach, with
snacks and drinks provided. Lie back and gaze upwards at
Orion, discover red giants, Magellan clouds, and of course
watch out for shooting stars which we see so often at Azura
and are a sign of good luck and prosperity for all.
Let management know that you are interested and ask a staff member any time to use the
telescope.

Special Sunset Cocktails

1st complimentary, USD 15 thereafter
We serve sunset cocktails daily to your beach sala, but for a
special treat why not ask your butler-host to do a special set up
for you, with snacks, cushions and their creative ilala palm
décor. Our sunsets at Azura are simply spectacular and there
is no better way to enjoy this special time of day.

Peri Peri Beach Club

USD 40pp

Spend the day at Peri Pari, our award-winning beach club
as featured in Conde Nast Traveller World’s Best Beach
Clubs 2020 and 2021. There are personal cabanas, lounge
at the beach bar or pool, enjoy your favourite Mozambican
cuisine, magnums of French Rosé wine, or create your own
cocktails. The new beach club and bar incorporates a
range of facilities including personal grills where guests can
sizzle their own seafood. It’s a great spot for guests to have
lunch, or spend the day relaxing. Offered weekly.
Azura’s African Spa

Price List Available Upon Request

Our African spa is a haven for relaxation and revival.
Our therapists use traditional African oils and balms,
either in our open air treehouse pavilion or our
dedicated treatment room. Please see the full
treatment menu for more details and prices.

All activity prices are exclusive of local taxes
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